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Secret Actlwty Points to Dilemma
By MELVIN. K. WHITFLEATHI'R v the Fditannl Page Staff

“Kennedy’s covermg
again. He's not felling the
whole truth. - )

That was a reaction to the
I cesident’s reply to a Bay nt
F.as question i
trrown at him
st his  last
riws confers
ence.

Of  course
he was cover.
ing up, hut as
R e p resenta-
tive  Geoorge
Mahon o1
Texas «aid in
the House on
Thursdayv,

Whitelenther
e administrarion
has been goaided o ma.km;7

discdosis s about - past

.ﬂh

present aicligence. aclivities

in and . acound Ciba that -are
hurting the nation.

The questioner asked it the
President colld say whethet
the four Americans who died in
the Bay of Pigs were employes
of the government or the Cen-
tral Inteiligence Agency——as if
the government bad nothing to
dn with the CIA.

Mr. Kennedy replicd slowly,
earefully choosing his words,
obviousty not warting 1o give
# direct answer, ol wanting to
avoid giving olfense tn the

widnws of the four men whase

deaths have hecome known
unly recentiy through atiempts
10 pry off the fid.

Mr., Kennedy went around -

the bush, He sald a gond many - have done <o with

Americans had  served 1iheir
country imrthe last 15 rears
Snma han logt their lives hut
the povern=ient has. npt feli 1t
was in the couniry's inte.cst to
E0 inta doiail
nien were serving their coare
try, bue the. werg on A volun.
teer fnpht and because of the
natire of thedr work {6 was no
a maltes of poblic record, as 1
miplit be it he anen were scls
diers o Kavor:

Yes, the four

In Twiligit Zone

Tha* put the mext in the pa-
triot class, which should please

their wodows, put st left
tham ar a twilight wone. Re-
cent preving about 11 that

gane has brovght oo bits and
parle hat mave the U5, gov-
Fn met closer ta the heart of
Heo Ra tag affair than it
bosserod s appesr. To what
el qoe the degvm:ls made that
the - e wtans be laid on the
T iEe smcriean people,
vt sl knoww the

rif
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Repar

Tivvaar,

sialtipence g
gove Mahon ol d } e

o e intellipenca
of thase wie are dai™ > eai-
ing the secrets of the inseili-
gerce operations of the Umted
Staics aovernment, I recent
weens 1oae has neen A gread
excrss of talk atvat the  pro-
cedures of our intcthigesce ap-
paratus Critics have made
public statements on matlers
whict should never have heen
discu-and in public.”

Mr. Mahnn's competence tn
speak  out  on this  subject
cnmes fram 20 vears of dealing
with defonse serrars; he is cors

reat] . choarman of the House
Delense Appropriatons Sua-
committee,

The Tewan redrained from

charging an: arie with plaving
polities, although he could
justifica-
tion.  He hit a higher note by
remarking that the American
pear'e are interested in our in-
teiligence activities as thov are
in ail phases of the workings of
thetr government, "But we are
not plaving pames” and the
nrice we pay for the luxury of

© disrlnsyre nfintelligence activ-

ites i85 the further erosien of
the country's capacity to de-
ford itself,
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Not a Sport

To be sure we are nol play-
i games, aned the real issue m
ali of the fussing about wheth-
er s or that is known .about

what goes on in Cuba, or hew

thiz or thal was.dene, is whelh-

£r uny government-in &n open |
society such as  owrs should

undertzke underhand  opera-
twons, 1f successiul, -

sleeping

dogs are aliowed to 11e as they -

were in the 1954 Guafemala
operation, but if unsuccessful,
the «ccrem 15 a tantalizing in-
vitation ta the opposition to
make poiitical hay - which
winds up by damaging the
Cunry, T

Senator Wayne Morse of Or-
#2O1 savs he cannot:: reconcile
t2 Central Intelligence Agen-
v with  demacratic “govern-
rient. He rightly says that mil-
tirns of Americans can die if
that agency goes ‘amok. But
the Senator makes.no distine-
tie between the  intelligence
rathering functions of the CIA,
which surely are indispensable,
and the secret  execution of
pulic, which is gquestionable.

' s when the CIA attempts
the “atier funciion that its ac-
1y cies eoilide with the princi-
pies and practices of a demo-
rral - society,
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